Simplicity 7215 Misses Chemise and Corset 


This corset pattern is very different from the previous corset pattern put out by Simplicity, number 9769. The previous one can also be seen here on the Farthingales web site, or just check the list of "period costumes". 

Do not attempt this pattern unless you are an experienced sewer, love a challenge or are dedicated to authenticity. I love this pattern but… it is not simple. It is like an intricate puzzle and can be all absorbing. It demands attention to the instructions and to details. If you have never sewn a corset before DO NOT start with this one. Start with Simplicity 9769 or Laughing Moon's "Dore" also found on this web site or check the "period costume" page.

If however, you are looking for a new sewing challenge, one that will test your sewing skills as well as your patience then this is the ultimate project. The results are worth the effort!
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I chose to dye all of the products used for this corset to a periwinkle blue. I used a Tin of Dylon dye and placed all items in my washing machine, keeping the agitator running for half an hour. All products are cotton/viscose blends or 100% cotton so they all dyed similarly. One import thing to remember is always dye more fabric and trim than you expect to need so you do not run the risk of running short. I neglected to measure carefully and had to finish the bottom edge of this corset with undyed petersham! A bit embarassing.

	This is a double layer corset and I built it with a brocade coutil exterior contrasted with satin coutil gores, and an interior of soft coutil. The top and bottom edges are bound with petersham (worked exceptionally well) and the back is laced with cotton corset lace through nickel plated eyelets, size #00. On the interior I used bone casing of two sizes and these are also dyed to match the fabric. A product list with quantities can be found at the bottom of this page.
AT LEFT: outer shell of finished corset
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Construction of this corset is not as complex as it first appears when looking at the pattern pieces but it is important to follow each step in order, especially those steps pertaining to the application of the bone casings. The order of application of the bone casing is important as some casings are used to both encase bones and finish a raw edge. 
The pattern only consists of two front and two back pieces, gores (be sure to mark which one goes where as they look quite similar) and many bone casings. Step three suggests sewing the front and back together but I decided to do the hand work around the gores and sew the gores before attaching fronts to backs as it meant less fabric to handle during the hand sewing and my hands have limited strength.

Whenever you are working on a "two layer" corset you must be aware of the importance of both your shell and lining being the same size! Seam allowances must be exact. If the layers are different in size you will get puckers and wrinkles, if these are on the inside because the inside is bigger then the corset can be uncomfortable, if on the outside it destroys the looks. It is amazing how easy it is to end up with one layer larger than the other one.

The busk application in this pattern was a bit difficult and I may change the technique the next time I make this pattern up. Perhaps I did something wrong because it seemed that I was having to force the awl through two layers of coutil and then manipulate the knobs of the busk through both of these holes. It's a time consuming process when going through one layer but trying to get through two was a real effort and took both time and strength. It also meant that there are two layers of coutil on the top side of the busk and this extra bulk makes for a tight fit when trying to close the busk. It's something to watch for, if I missed some detail here so might you.

I did not complete the hand stitched crosses at the ends of the bones because my hands lack strength and I knew I could never complete them all; I was also fairly sure my efforts would look awful, but I do recommend you consider it. Some of the most beautiful period corsets I have seen have had embroidered bone stops and other details usually in contrasting colours. I chose matching floss for the necessary hand stitched sections on the gores but a contrast would set off your work. These hand stitches at the ends of bones will also inhibit any wear caused by the bones where the ends rub the fabric. The hand stitching around the gores is both practical and decorative. I would have had better luck had I first marked on the fabric where the machine top stitching lines would go around the gores, this would have given me a guide to follow. I do not do hand work so my eye is not as good as some and I found my hand stitches were not terribly attractive once I got the machine stitching near them…..they became quite uneven in comparison..
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I cut my corset lace at my usual 5 meters but if the cord is to be tied around front this is not long enough. I therefor had to tie mine at the back. I think the idea of the front hook, placed below the waist to eliminate the bulk caused by corset lace knot, is excellent. I also do not have the appropriate size hook. (I am looking into finding a source so that I can stock them.) The hook needs to be big enough to be able to hold the corset lace and that means it is larger than is available in my local fabric store. Four hooks are recommended and would be the most attractive.
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	I used bone casing tape rather than cutting strips of fabric as my two sizes of bone casing were the same width as the pattern pieces. The wider casing used was applied to the corset and then sewn down the middle to create two side by side casings as called for in the pattern. (See above.) The narrower casing was used as is. One casing in the back panel called for 3 casings side by side and for this I did use the pattern piece and cut the fabric for it.
AT LEFT: lining of corset showing bone casings
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I bound the top and bottom edges of the corset with petersham ribbon, I did not turn under any edges of the ribbon as it's edges were finished and I did not want any excess bulk. The ribbon you choose is important, it needs to be able to be shaped around curves without puckering. Cotton or cotton viscose petersham ribbon is a good choice as it can be steamed into a curve with your iron; polyester satin is NOT (polyester satin fabric cut on the bias to the appropriate width would be fine). The pattern suggests lace but nothing I could find locally looked right and all were polyester and would not have dyed. Since I was not using lace that a ribbon could have been threaded through to create a bit of a drawstring effect in the upper edge, I encased a small cable cord (100% cotton and dyed to match) in the upper casing of petersham. I did however find that the fit of this corset is cut so that a draw-cord really was not needed.
You can add any of these to your shopping cart from the price list below or you can type the kit numbers into the Order Form

· If ordering eyelets you will need to also order washers, grommets come with washers. 

· You will need a tool to set the eyelets or grommets. See our Eyelet Tools. 

